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La Libre Belgique, Laurence Bertels,
August 19,2021

“Llum” — a whispered children’s story told with dance

Sometimes, you just get mornings like this. Opening the third day of the Rencontres
théatre jeune public, Llum — close to the Latin for “light” — unexpectedly rose and tra-
velled through the early fog to brighten up the souls and raise the enthusiasm of the
spectators. A genuine highlight.

Carried by the words, voice and poetry of Laurence Vielle, and lit up by her life partner
Frédéric Vannes, choreographer and dancer Caroline Cornélis moves through the shadow
to celebrate all the languages of light.

Immersed in a black and white setting, Cornélis engages with the beam of light with ele-
gance, dexterity and poise, narrating the meeting of the sun and the night, the birth of
desire, the creation of the earth, the gifts it provides and the respect it deserves from
us. Her choreography translates her fascination for light as a material and as an object,
and for its sculpting, revealing, and tactile qualities as it twirls, shifts, disappears, draws
or hides outlines and shapes.

With light yet resolved steps, with supple yet precise gestures, the dancer explores those
fragments without which life couldnt emerge, shares her delicateness with that of the
poet, and above all that of the children, from age 4 or 5, whispering a danced story in
their ears — reminding us how meaningful this medium is for this age group.

: Alice Khol
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